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Town structure plan consultation FAQs
Subheading
Why did Council make the changes? 
Council changed structure plans in response to community feedback received during May and June in 2024. The proposed changes were made available in the Council agenda for the September 2024 meeting. While Council adopted the changes, Councillors recognised that not everyone may have known about the changes or had a chance to comment. So, Council requested staff to carry out this additional community consultation.
Why did I not receive a letter in the mail? 
Council has directly mailed property owners, residents and businesses in, adjacent to and close to town expansion areas that were removed or introduced from structure plans by Council on 3 September 2024. This recognises that the outcome of any new development is more likely to be consequential for close neighbours. Council is also open to the views of the broader community on the changes. 
Will there be a community meeting like the earlier consultation? 
In this consultation, Council is focusing on enabling those close to proposed development areas to have time with Council officers to voice concerns and ideas. 
The broad vision and objectives, as well as substantial parts of each town structure and the rural strategy, were set through consultations in 2023 and 2024. These included targeted group meetings and larger public meetings to inform the content of structure plans. 
Will Council change its decision if I object or ask for changes? Is this my last opportunity to object or ask for changes? 
At this stage, Council has only adopted each of the structure plans as its policy. Council seeks views on the adopted changes before asking the Minister for Planning for permission to change the Hepburn Planning Scheme.  

If the Minister grants permission Council must follow the ‘planning scheme amendment process’ including public consultation, review of public submissions and external independent review of public submissions.  
All community members who are affected or interested in how the structure plans will affect their property or a town, should ensure they make submissions during the planning scheme amendment process. Council will carry out a full public awareness and consultation process at that time. 
When will these changes occur? 
Council is seeking to complete the planning scheme amendment process in the next two to three years. Council’s aim is to set up the planning controls to be ready to facilitate and control any new development in line with the structure plan objectives. 
When development occurs in any new town areas it is dependent on landowner intentions and market conditions. Future Hepburn is a plan out to 2040 and beyond, so Council would expect development to occur over this time period. Some areas may develop more quickly than others. 
Why are only some of the structure plans being advertised for comment? 
Only Clunes, Trentham, and Daylesford and Hepburn Springs draft structure plans were changed in substantial ways that need further consultation. Minimal or no changes were made to the published draft Creswick and Glenlyon structure plans and so Council did not seek further consultation when adopting those plans.
Page 2 of 2

image3.png
SHIRE COUNCIL





image5.png
SHIRE COUNCIL




image4.png
ABN 76 845 763 535

PO Box 21 Daylesford Victoria 3460

T 03 5348 2306 E shire@hepburn.vic.gov.au
www.hepburn.vic.gov.au




